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Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. TimeLinks 
2. http://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/BookModule/TheBigOrangeSplot 
3. Interactive	Community	Comparison	

(http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g3_u1/)	
4. Self-Guided	Walking	Tours	of	Hoboken	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/self-guided-walking-

tours/2011-09-30-17-33-08/hoboken-walking-tour-map)	
5. Hoboken	History	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/history/short-history-of-hoboken 

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit One:  Our Classroom Community 8 Weeks 
Unit Two:  Cultural Traditions 8 Weeks 

Unit Three:  Making Changes:   Past and 
Present 

8 Weeks 

Unit Four:  Where Do We Live?  
8 Weeks 

Unit Five:  Our Place in the World   8 Weeks  
 
 
Unit 1 – Our Classroom Community  
Unit 1 September-October 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit students use the context of their classroom/outside community to explore the five major 
themes of geography: location, place, human/environment interaction, movement, and region. The unit 

																																																								
	



begins with an exploration of a variety of maps and a review of map skills covered in kindergarten. Using 
a community map, the concept of relative location is introduced. Next, students explore a map of the 
community and identify various regions such as residential areas and important physical features in the 
community. Next, students expand their knowledge of the geography of their community as they gather 
information about physical and human characteristics not of their community. Integrating the second 
grade science content expectations, students learn about major landforms and bodies of water found on 
the Earth. Returning to the map of the community, students identify major roads and discuss how roads 
help to connect places and move goods and people. Synthesizing what they have learned, students 
construct a simple map of their local community. Using a Venn Diagram, students compare the human 
and physical characteristics of their community with those of another community. Human environment 
interaction is introduced as students explore how people interact with the environment and the 
consequences of changing the environment.  
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How do my personal traits and habits contribute to my classroom community as a citizen? 
Ø How do we balance the needs and wants of individuals in our community? 
Ø How are fair/unfair actions/behaviors determined?  

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will discover how being a citizen of a community means finding ways of making 
positive contributions to the common good. 

Ø Students will understand that finding the common good in our community requires balancing the 
needs and wants of individuals with the overall well-being of our community. 

Ø Students will be able to explore how communities make rules to maintain order and safety; there 
are consequences for not following rules. 

Ø Students will explore how fair/unfair actions and in resolving conflicts, I should listen to others to 
understand their perspective, understand the power of words, and stand up for others who are 
facing unfair treatment. 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in 

a text. 
Ø RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
Ø RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 
Ø RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
Ø RI.1.8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
Ø W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 



Ø W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and public 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
-  detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø As a class, read a book about a community and develop responses to the following questions: 
Ø Why is this group of people considered a community?  What makes them so? 
Ø What are the rules they have?  Why do they have those rules? 
Ø What is the problem this community has? 
Ø How do they solve their problems? 
Ø Then read a new story to the class and have students articulate (individually, in writing, pictures 

or verbally) responses to the same questions. 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 2 Cultural Traditions  
November-December 8 Weeks  
Unit 2 Overview  
Human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture. In this unit, students will examine the 
socially transmitted beliefs, values, institutions, behaviors, traditions and way of life of a group of people; 
and how it also encompasses other cultural attributes and products, such as language, literature, music, 
arts and artifacts, and foods. Students will come to understand that human cultures exhibit both 
similarities and differences, and they learn to see themselves both as individuals and as members of a 
particular culture that shares similarities with other cultural groups, but is also distinctive.  
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How does diversity make our community (our world) a better place? 
Ø How are families different?  (Past and present?  Around the world?) 
Ø How are needs and wants determined?  What are the differences between the two?  
Ø How do we obtain goods and services that we need/want? 
Ø How are American holidays signified? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to discover that human beings and communities at large have specific 
qualities that make them unique. 

Ø Students will be able to discover that families are structured differently. Roles are different for 
family members in the past and present.  Families around the world have many differences. 

Ø Students will understand that needs are things people must have to live.  Wants are things they 
would like to have but don't really need. 

Ø Students will discover that American holidays have a historical significance and are celebrated 
with different traditions and symbols.  

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in 

a text. 
Ø RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
Ø RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 
Ø RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
Ø RI.1.8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
Ø W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 



provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and public 

writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

 
Family traditions assessment: 

Ø Draw/describe a family tradition (may or may not be associated with a holiday) 
Ø Read a story to the class that describes a family tradition 
Ø Have students complete a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast their own family tradition with 

the one in the story (or another of their choice if applicable) 
o Suggested books: 

• Everybody Bakes Bread by Norah Dooley  
• This is the Rope by Jacqueline Woodson  
• The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant 

Suggested alternative assessment 
Ø Throughout the unit students will create artifacts that demonstrate family traditions (family 

involvement is encouraged), e.g. Class books, gallery walk, photos, etc.  
             Students will explore these artifacts and complete a written/drawn reflection highlighting similarities and  
             differences, e.g. We are alike/We are different T-chart. 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization.  
Unit 3 – Making Changes:  Past and Present   
January-February 8 Weeks  



 
Unit 3 Overview  
In this unit students apply historical inquiry within the context of families and schools. The unit begins 
with a focus on chronology, or time. In the first lesson students explore the terms ‘past’, ‘present’ and 
‘future’ by using their own personal experiences and then applying the terms to two picture books that 
explore the past of a child. Next, students explore different ways we learn about history as the teacher 
shares a story, an artifact, a photo, and a written record of their own past. Students then bring in a family 
photograph from the past to share with the class and write a short descriptive narrative about the 
photograph. The idea that families have a past is then further explored through the book When I Was 
Young in the Mountain or a similar book. Students learn that evidence of the past can be gathered from 
the words and illustrations of a book. As a summary activity, the class creates a “Past/Present” T-chart 
showing how family life has changed.  Students explore photographs and information about the history of 
their school and then explore informational text showing how school life has changed. In a final lesson 
connected to, students learn that national holidays are often celebrations of events and people from the 
past that made a difference in the United States. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do individuals and groups make positive changes in communities? 
Ø How was life different long ago? How have actions of people in the past affected the present? 
Ø How and why should I show respect for others?  How should I respond unfair 

actions/behaviors?  How have people in the past responded to unfair actions/behaviors? 
Ø How can understanding the ways I am similar and different to others help me resolve conflicts? 

How have people resolved conflicts in the past? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to explore how the actions of individuals and groups in the past, in response 
to unfairness and injustice, have made our community a better place. 

Ø Students will be able to explore how to show respect for one another as well as responding to 
unfair behaviors and actions 

Ø Students will explore that life was different long ago; homes, families and schools have changed 
over time. 

Ø Students will be able to understand that in resolving a conflict, it is important to recognize each 
other's point of view.  Recognizing how we are similar helps us to find common ground for 
understanding our differences. 
 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 

in a text. 
Ø RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
Ø RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 



Ø RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
Ø RI.1.8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
Ø W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 
Ø W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
public writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Read a story and have students identify: 
  What was the problem that the person faced? 
   How did the person make a positive change?  

Ø Students should brainstorm and write/draw/create about “What are some ways I can make my 
community better, now?” (examples: being nice, picking up litter, turning off lights) 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Where Do We Live?   



March-April 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
The unit focuses around the five major themes of geography: movement, region, human/environment 
interaction, location and place.  Students begin by reviewing geographic concepts learned in kindergarten 
and then explore the concept of “state” using a map of the United States. In studying location, students 
use cardinal directions, identify various ways to describe the relative location of Hoboken, and begin to 
explore how location can influence the development of a city. When studying place, students identify and 
describe significant human and physical characteristics of Hoboken using a variety of maps. Through art 
or technology students demonstrate their understanding of Hoboken’s geography. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does the geography of my neighborhood affect physical and human characteristics? 
Ø How can maps, globes, and other sources tell us about places and their characteristics? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will understand that local, rural, and suburban communities have differences in 
physical and human characteristics. 

Ø Students will discover that a globe is a model of the earth and maps are representations of local 
and distant places. 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools 

and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and 

phrases in a text. 
Ø RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
Ø RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 
Ø RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
Ø RI.1.8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
Ø W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

Ø W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
public writing, including in collaboration with peers. 



 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 
Performance Based Assessments 
Class Participation  
Discussions  
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 5 – Our Place in the World 
May-June 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit students explore the rights and responsibilities of communities and cultures. In exploring the 
responsibilities of communities and cultures, students focus on the need for citizens to be informed about 
differences holistically. They deepen their understanding of public issues and the importance of citizen 
action in a democratic republic. Students will explore how different cultures have affects on the 
community holistically as a whole.   
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How are American holidays and symbols important factors? 
Ø How can maps, globes, and other sources tell us about places and their characteristics in our 

world? 
o How are families around the world similar and different?  
o How are schools around the world similar and different? 
o How are climates and weather different around the world? 



	
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand that there are holidays and symbols that are unique to Americans. 
Ø Students will discover that maps and globes are important tools to teach us about the world. 
Ø Students will understand that families and schools around the world have qualities that are 

both similar and different.  
Ø Students will be able to explore that weather and climate affects the daily activities of people 

around the world in many different ways. 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools 

and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and 

phrases in a text. 
Ø RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
Ø RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 
Ø RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
Ø RI.1.8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
Ø W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

Ø W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

Ø W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
public writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 



- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 
Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 


